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SYNOPSIS 


(Not for Publication) 

Pancho Villa (Rodolfo Hoyos), at this point in his life still 
a petty bandit chief, leads his small band of men into Chihuahua 
City after a series of raids. He and his top lieutenants, Fierro 
(Cesar Romero) and Cabo (Carlos Muzquiz), go to a cantina 
where they see American singer Julie North (Margia Dean). 
Villa tries to get her to come to San Pablo, his mountain 
stronghold, but before he can persuade her, the Federal police 
enter the cantina. 

Fleeing toward San Pablo, Villa and his band pause to attack 
a government gold train. Among the prisoners they capture, is 
Bill Harmon (Brian Keith). He joins Villa’s band and is as- 
signed to bring Julie from Chihuahua City. When he arrives 
there, he finds that she is the girl he knew and loved five years 
earlier in St. Louis. 

Once back in San Pablo, it is clear that Bill and Julie still 
love one another. 

Villa attacks a huge ranchero where he was once a peon, kill- 
ing the owner and settling scores at last with the young heir 
who has raped his sister. 

Fired with the revolutionary spirit that has swept Mexico, he 
joins the army of Francisco Madero (Ben Wright) and leads an 
attack upon Iarral, a key railway center. His first assault re- 
pulsed, he uses a ruse to take the town suggested by Harmon, 
who has been on the verge of running off with Julie. 

In the battle, which is successful for the Villa forces, Harmon 
is injured and left behind with Julie as Villa goes on to im- 
mortality, no longer merely a bandit. 
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“Villa” More Than A Part, 
A Patriotic Responsibility 


For Rodolfo Hoyos, co-starring in Twentieth Century- 
Fox’s CinemaScope, De Luxe Color production of “Villa,” 


currently at the... . Theatre, 
the title role of the Mexican 
bandit-patriot was more than a 
mere acting job. For, in Mexico, 


Pancho Villa is one of the most | 


brilliant national heroes of the 
revolution period. 

Indeed, Hoyos, son of a famous 
operatic singer, received several 
telephone calls after accepting 
the part from Producer Plato A. 
Skouras, warning him to “do 


right” by the late train robber | 


and peon who became a Major 
General in the _ revolutionary 


army and helped free Mexico | 


from the despotism of Diaz in 
LO iete 

Hoyos, a veteran stage and 
TV star, immediately sought out 


Hipolito Villa, eldest of Pancho’s | 
sons, and two of his old lieuten- | 
ants. By intensive research he | 
was able to turn in a portrayal | 
which truly re-creates the fabu- | 
lous personality of the famed | 


chieftain. 

In “Villa,” which was filmed 
entirely in Mexico in and around 
the very places where Villa made 
history, Hoyos shows the man in 
all his aspects — fighter, lover, 
bandit, patriot, the political phil- 
osopher and the blunt man of 
action. 

In addition to Hoyos, the film 
stars Brian Keith, Cesar Romero 
and lovely Margia Dean. Direc- 
tor James B. Clark, who also di- 
rected Skouras’ “Sierra Baron,” 
used an all-Mexican cast, includ- 
ing the Third Cavalry Regiment 
of the Mexican Army. 


Banditos No Mas 


If there is one thing that 
Twentieth Century-Fox’s Cin- 
emaScope, De Luxe Color pro- 
duction of “Villa,” currently at 
thevs . i. Theatre;-hasitas au= 
thenticity to the utmost degree. 
For instance, fourteen members 
of Pancho Villa’s original bandit 
group, long since pardoned by 
the Mexican government, appear 
in the Plato A. Skouras film. 

Brian Keith, Cesar Romero, 
Margia Dean and Rodolfo Hoyos 
star in the production directed 
by James B. Clark. 


“@ 


Brian Keith stars in Plato A. 
Skouras’ production of “Villa,” 
Twentieth Century-Fox film now 


| at the. ... Theatre. Cesar Ro- 
mero, Margia Dean and Rodolfo 


Hoyos are also starred. 
Mat 1A 


Z e 
It's All Relative 

| Over 200 alleged “relatives” 
| of the late bandit-patriot, Pan- 

cho Villa, besieged Producer 
| Plato A. Skouras for roles in his 
film biography of the Mexican 
| hero while on location in and 
around Mexico City. 

It finally became so bad, that 
the youthful producer, and Di- 
rector James Clark, assigned 
Villa’s actual son, Hipolito Villa, 
to screen the applicants for 
parts in the film which has a cast 
of several hundreds. 

Starring Brian Keith, Margia 
Dean, Cesar Romero and Rodolfo 
Hoyos, the story tells of Villa’s 
transition from bandit to patriot. 

“Villa,” in CinemaScope and 
De Luxe Color, opens.... at the 
.... Theatre. 


Margia Dean Versatile in Arts 


Margia Dean, lovely star of “Villa,” which opens ....atthe.... 
Theatre, reveals herself as a versatile triple-threat personality in 
the Mexican-made film biography of the early life of Pancho Villa. 

Playing the part of an American singer in whom Villa becomes 


interested, Margia not only did 


an enormous amount of basic re- 


search into the background and times of the bandit-patriot, but col- 
laborated on the words and music of some of the songs in the film. 


Margia, whose Greek heritage 


is evident in her dark good looks, 


became interested in Mexican folk music which, she feels, has many 
of the same lyric elements of Greek folk music. 
Out of this interest came one of the major songs in the film, “A 
Lonely Kind of Love,” based upon an old Mexican folk song. 
Another song, “Men, Men, Men” which she sings in an exciting 
cabaret scene with Brian Keith, grew out of her study of the charac- 
ter and direction of female singers during the early part of the 


century, the period of the film. 


Another song, “Just Between Friends,” was written by Tom Wal- 
ton and Walter Kent and is sung by Margia in a key scene where 
Pancho Villa sees her in a Chihuahua cabaret for the first time. 

Margia’s talents both as actress and singer, not to mention her 
devoted interest in history and folk culture, comes naturally from 
her artistic upbringing. Born here, she comes from a family which 
has been identified with the arts in Greece for many generations. 


Rodolfo Hoyos, as “Villa,” and 


Cesar Romero, as his chief aide, 


examine a revolutionary decree in this scene from Twentieth Cen- 
tury-Fox’s CinemaScope, De Luxe Color production of the famous 
bandit-patriot’s career. Also starred in the film now at the.... 


Theatre are Brian Keith and Margia Dean. 
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Mexican Expert 


Brian Keith, star of Twentieth 
Century-Fox’s “Villa,” which 
opens....atthe.... Theatre, 
is rapidly becoming an expert on 
Mexico. The film biography of 
the bandit-patriot is one of a 
string of films, including Pro- 
ducer Plato A. Skouras’ “Sierra 
Baron,” which has kept the pop- 
ular young actor in Mexico for 
some time. 

Now, Brian keeps a permanent 
apartment in Mexico City where 
he lives when not on location. 
Situated well away from the 
“tourist section” of the city, 
Brian lives among quaint res- 
taurants and native cafes where 
his mastery of Spanish serves 
him in good stead. 

Of course, he still considers 
himself very much an American 
and delights in trips back to his 
native California. 

In “Villa,” the first fully au- 
thentic film ever made about the 
Chihuahua Mountain bandit who 
became a leader of his people, 
Brian stars with Cesar Romero, 
Margia Dean and Rodolfo Hoyos, 
well-known Mexican actor who 
plays the title role. 

As an American who helps 
“Villa” on his way to fame, Keith 
plays one of the most exciting 
roles of his career, which has in- 
cluded many top film produc- 
tions, as well as stage and TV 
engagements. 

His most famous stage appear- 
ance was in the Broadway pro- 
duction of “Mr. Roberts.” 


Change of Pace 


Cesar Romero, Hollywood’s 
perennial romantic star, accepts 
a radical change of pace in 
“Villa,” a Twentieth Century- 
Fox film which opens... . at the 
« « ¢« Lheatre, Im the Plato: As 
Skouras production he not only 
appears as a penny-pinching, 
dour anti-feminist, but as a sad- 
istic executioner as well. 

Yet, unlike many of the cur- 
rent movie badmen, Cesar’s win- 
ning charm cannot be repressed 
and although he commits several 
brutal killings, he is still the 
same object of romance he was 
in the 1930’s when he appeared 
opposite many of Hollywood’s 
most brilliant beauties. 

He stars in the Mexican-made 
CinemaScope, De Luxe Color 
production with Brian Keith, 
Margia Dean and Rodolfo Hoyos, 
who plays the title role. Specifi- 
cally, he plays Villa’s chief lieu- 
tenant and treasurer who frowns 
on the bandit-patriot’s numer- 
ous and expensive affairs with 
women, 

Romero fans, many of whom 
have been fanatically faithful to 
the dark, handsome star since his 
first hit film, “The Thin Man,” 
may be disconcerted by this new 
type of characterization. Does 
this type of portrayal in “Villa” 
herald a “New Cesar Romero”? 
No one can really say, but it’s a 
sure bet that hiding the person- 
ality which has kept Cesar on 
top for over 20 years will be 
more of a job than any one di- 
rector or film role can accom- 
plish. 

“Villa,” the first truly authen- 
ticated film biography of Pancho 
Villa ever made, was filmed in 
Mexico by Producer Skouras 
and was directed by James B. 
Clark. 


Baseball vs Battle 


On the eve of his famous at- 
tack against the northern Mexi- 
can city of Juarez, Pancho Villa, 
subject of the Twentieth Cen- 
tury-Fox production “Villa,” 
opening ....atthe.... Theatre, 
was told by American newsmen 
that his attack would be crowded 
off the front pages by the open- 
ing of the U.S. baseball season. 

“Villa,” who was unable to 
read or write, had such a high 
regard for the press and for 
publicity in general, that he 
ordered the attack delayed until 
the season was under way. 

“We wait until the Americanos 
finish their opening games,” he 
is reported to have said, “I don’t 
want a bunch of Yankee ball 
players to crowd me off the front 
pages.” 

Produced by Plato A. Skouras 
in CinemaScope and De Luxe 
Color in Mexico, “Villa” stars 
Brian Keith, Cesar Romero, 
Margia Dean and Rodolfo Hoyos, 
in the title role. 


"Villa, “Saga of Legendary Bandit 
Filmed Against Mexican Locales 


(Advance) 


“Villa,’ Twentieth Century-Fox’s CinemaScope, De Luxe Color film biography of 


Pancho Villa, is an exciting re-creation 


phases in the career of the Mex- 
ican bandit-patriot. Starring 
Brian Keith, Cesar Romero and 
Margia Dean, with Rodolfo 
Hoyos as “Villa,” the Plato A. 
Skouras production opens... 
abathe 7s ee neatres 


of one of the m 


ost dramatic and important 


Filmed on location in the very 
areas that ficured prominently 
in Pancho Villa’s rise to power, 
“Villa” is the first picture ever 
to be made about the Mexican 
national hero which has _ the 


oe) 


Brian Keith, seated with Margia Dean, finds himself in a tight situa- 
tion with Rodolfo Hoyos in Twentieth Century-Fox’s production of 


“Milla, Zkopenmeo. ...,-at. the”. 


. Theatre. Cesar Romero is also 


starred in the Plato A. Skouras production in CinemaScope and 


De Luxe Color. 


Mat 2B 


Real Skirmish 


When Pancho Villa, subject of 
Twentieth Century-Fox’s unique 
film biography in CinemaScope 
and De Luxe Color, “Villa,” was 
known as the scourge of the 
north of Mexico, he frequently 
tangled with the crack Third 
Federal Cavalry Regiment. Iron- 
ically, in the Plato A. Skouras 
film, opening .... atthe. 
Theatre, members of this same 
mounted unit provide many of 
the thrilling chase and battle 
scenes that highlight the action. 

Deployed to the film com- 
pany’s headquarters at Cuerna- 
vaca, the regiment’s 300 men 
rode over 400 miles from their 
regular station across rugged 
countryside. Because of the 
many wild areas in Mexico, 
mounted cavalrymen are an im- 
portant factor in the country’s 
internal defense command. 

Costumed as Villistas, and as 
Ruales, as Federal troops of the 
period around 1911 were called, 
the troopers entered upon their 
unusual assignments with en- 
thusiastic spirit. In fact, forty- 
one of the tough cavalrymen 
were hospitalized in the three 
days it took to film their portion 
of the picture. 

“Villa” stars Brian Keith, 
Cesar Romero, Margia Dean and 
Rodolfo Hoyos and was directed 
by James B. Clark. 


Film Memorial 


Mexico’s_ bloodiest conqueror 
since Cortez, Pancho Villa, died 
by assassin’s bullets almost 35 
years to the day that Producer 
Plato A. Skouras completed one 
of the most authentic and de- 
tailed film stories ever made 
about the bandit-patriot. 

In a sense, Twentieth Century- 
Fox’s CinemaScope, De Luxe 
Color film, “Villa,” is a memorial 
to the thirty-fifth anniversary of 
the death of the Mexican strong 
man. The picture, currently at 
the .... Theatre, has in its cast 
and crew not only several of 
Villa’s lieutenants, but his eldest 
son, Hipolito Villa. 

Starring Brian Keith, Cesar 
Romero, Margia Dean and Ro- 
dolfo Hoyos as “Villa,” the 
James B. Clark directed produc- 
tion authentically captures the 
brutality and the earthy emo- 
tions of the unschooled military 
genius who rose from a Chihua- 
hua Mountain bandit to the 
leader of an emerging nation. 

He was killed by assassins 
after he had retired from the 
political strife of the Mexican 
Republic to the peace and calm 
of his ranch, in the north of 
the country. 

Ironically, the man who was 
responsible for the death of thou- 
sands never got to fire even one 
shot at his assassins. 


Villa” Striking Film Portrait 


Twentieth Century-Fox’s CinemaScope, De Luxe Color 
production of “Villa,” produced by Plato A. Skouras and 


starring Brian Keith, Cesar Ro- ¢ 


mero, Margia Dean and with Ro- 
dolfo Hoyos in the title role, is 
the first film to be made about 
the famed bandit-patriot which 
delves into the genuine back- 
ground of the legendary figure 
who started life as a peon, be- 
came a bandit chieftain and went 
on to the liberation of his coun- 
try. 

The film, which opens.... at 
the .... Theatre, deals with the 
transition period from bandit to 
patriot, the period when the rev- 
olutionary army which was to 
sweep Porfiro Diaz from office 
was being formed. = 

As shown by Producer Skouras 
and Director James B. Clark, 
Villa is torn between a desire for 
a break from the old ways of 
his people, and the conviction 
that as a bandit he cannot 
change those old ways. Only 


when he meets Francisco Madero, 
played by the well-known char- 
acter actor, Ben Wright, does 
he find a way to liberty for his 
people and greatness for himself. 

In “Villa,” written for the 
screen by Louis Vittes, the film- 
makers have tried, with success, 
to draw a portrait of the man 
from the stuff of the legend. 
And, they have managed to 
emerge with an entertaining pic- 
ture as well as one which is fac- 
tually accurate. 

As “Villa,” Rodolfo Hoyos, 
known in this country for his 
TV work, is at once hard and 
unrelenting, yet visionary and 
sympathetic. Brian Keith plays 
an American who helps him ful- 
fill his mission, thus symboliz- 
ing the helping hand the U.S. 
did actually later extend to the 
emerging republic. 


stamp of absolute accuracy and 
authenticity. 

So impressed by the script and 
the approach to the biographical 
events were Mexican government 
officials, that they arranged for 
the release of a regiment of cav- 
alry to be used in the many ex- 
citing battle scenes featured 
throughout the picture. 

“Villa” picks up the career of 
the “Lion of the North” when he 
was still a mountain bandit .op- 
erating from the Chihuahua 
Mountains in the northern part 
of the country. 

It follows him through a ser- 
ies of raids in which he meets an 
American adventurer, played by 
Brian Keith. Also figuring prom- 
inently in the story is an Ameri- 
can singer, Margia Dean, who 
becomes an object of friction be- 
tween the bandit chief and the 
“Gringo” whom he has come to 
admire. 

Cesar Romero, in a role which 
heralds a great change in pace 
from the gay, romantic parts he 
is usually associated with, plays 
a sadistic aide to “Villa.” 

In the title role Rodolfo Hoyos, 
well-known Mexican actor who 
has appeared on TV in this coun- 
try, enacts a_ well-researched 
characterization of the man who 
later became the liberator of his 
country. 

The film climaxes with “Vil- 
la’s” capture of an important 
railway center and the first steps 
in the march toward greatness. 

Producer Skouras and Direc- 
tor James B. Clark handle the 
story with great care, sensitive 
to the enormous prestige “Villa” 
still occasions in Mexico. In fact, 
Skouras employed several mem- 
bers of the original “Villa” raid- 
ers in the cast, along with Hipo- 
lito Villa, eldest son of the strong 
man. 

In De Luxe Color, the estates 
and adobe villages of Mexico are 
an impressive background 
against which the fast-paced ac- 
tion is carried on. 

“Villa,” from any angle, is top- 
drawer movie entertainment. 


Producer Strikes 
Success Formula 


In these times of rising pro- 
duction costs and lessening pro- 
fits, Producer Plato A. Skouras 
is rapidly earning a name for 
himself as a man who seems to 
have unlocked the success for- 
mula in movie-making. For, his 
first two full-scale features for 
Twentieth Century-Fox, “Sierra 
Baron” and “Villa,” are leading 
box office attractions. 

The basic cost of these top 
grade action features, however, 
was extremely low. This has 
been accomplished without cut- 
ting down on picture quality, as 
may be seen locally at the. . 
Theatre where “Villa” is cur- 
rently showing. 

Starring Brian Keith, Cesar 
Romero, Margia Dean and Ro- 
dolfo Hoyos, ‘‘Villa” was filmed 
by Skouras in Mexico, utilizing 
the majestic La Marquesia 
Mountain Range as a backdrop 
for the fast-paced tale of Mex- 
ico’s famous bandit-patriot. 

These CinemaScope releases 
are the young producer’s first 
big picture assignments, follow- 
ing the making of a brace of 
lower cost black and white fea- 
tures for Regal Films. 

Plans are already under way 
for more “Plato Skouras plan” 
features at Twentieth. That is, 
pictures low on cost, high on 
audience appeal and entertain- 
ment. 


She Sings and Sews 


Margia Dean, lovely feminine 
star of Twentieth Century-Fox’s 
CinemaScope, De Luxe Color 
production of “Villa,” opening 
fie cueeeee Ne Ate: cd Neatre,-de= 
signed all of her own costumes 
and wrote three important song's 
for the lusty film biography of 
Pancho Villa. 

Margia shares honors with 
stars Brian Keith, Cesar Romero 
and Rodolfo Hoyos in the Plato 
A. Skouras production. 
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Villa” Filming Diplomatic Triumph 


If a foreign motion picture company were to move into the most tradition-bound 
sections of the deep South with the purpose of making a film about Robert E. Lee and 


the Confederacy, they would be 
faced with the same sort of 
problems and pressures as those 
dealt with by Producer Plato A. 
Skouras, whose Mexican-made 
film biography, “Villa,” is cur- 
rently at the .... Theatre. 

Moving into the very sections 
of Mexico which had once been 
the headquarters of Pancho 
Villa, Skouras found that news 
of his project had preceded him 
and that offers of advice and 
serious skepticism came from 
every side. 

He found that his Cinema- 
Scope, De Luxe Color study of 
the earlier and emerging years 
of the bandit-patriot had _ be- 
come, in a sense, a matter of 
broad concern on the part of 
scores of people both in and out 
of the Government. 

The main reason for this, he 
soon found, was that in addition 
to the special place Villa held in 
the galaxy of Mexican national 
heroes, there have‘ been several 
films produced about his life 
which Mexicans felt were inac- 
curate. He made it his purpose 
to see that “Villa,” which stars 
Brian Keith, Cesar Romero and 
Margia Dean, with Rodolfo 
Hoyos in the title role, was the 
most accurate picturization ever 
attempted of the “Lion of the 
North.” 

Pressures were greatest per- 
sonally upon Hoyos, a Mexican 
himself, who felt his interpreta- 
tion of the character had to be 
absolutely perfect, allowing no 
room for failure or half meas- 
ures. 

In order to insure this, he 
spent long periods with Hipolito 
Villa, Pancho’s eldest son, and 
two of his old lieutenants, learn- 
ing about the man whom he was 
to re-create. 

The Mexican Army, as a sym- 
bol of the acceptance the project 
finally won throughout the coun- 
try, loaned Skouras-and Director 
James B. Clark an entire regi- 
ment of mounted cavalry to use 
in the battle scenes. 

Most of these sequences were 
filmed in the very areas where 


ay 


this same unit, the Third Regi- 
ment, had originally fought Villa 
over 45 years ago, Later, when 
Villa rose to the leadership of 
his people, this regiment joined 
him in defeating the military 


some of Villa’s most daring ex- 
ploits, and huge, feudal-looking 
haciendas were thrown open to 
the cast and crew for other se- 


quences. 
Perhaps the most telling ex- 


Cesar Romero and Rodolfo Hoyos, in the title role of “Villa,” the 


Plato A. 
these. 


Skouras film in CinemaScope and DeLuxe Color now at 
Theatre, direct a daring train robbery in this scene which 


shows the bandit just prior to his becoming a revolutionary hero. 


dictatorship which enslaved the 
country. 

Little by little, the original 
skepticism gave way to admira- 
tion and co-operation on every 
level. The Mexican railroads 
willingly produced from their 
storehouses trains of the era to 
be used in scenes re-creating 


Mat 2C 


ample of the success of “Villa,” 
came when Jose Juarrieta, one 
of the former Villa lieutenants, 
presented Producer Skouras with 
one of Pancho’s revolvers as a 
token of his gratitude for the job 
the young film-maker had done 
in telling his one-time chief’s 
true story. 


AIRWAVES CRY “VILLA” 


Your “Villa” 


campaign will really smash home when it is 


carried over both radio and TY in a coupled audio-visual 
move. The exciting radio spots for live broadcasting shown 
below should reach daytime audiences, while the dynamic 
action telops and slides, also shown, will demand a place in 
the evening for your playdate message. Confer with local 
stations for best time buys as soon as you have booked 


“Villa.” 
20 Seconds 


Where he led, millions followed, shaking the mountains with their anger, burning the skies 


with their fury .. . 


wanted more .. 
auction; <. {date}... : 


30 Seconds 


“Villa,’’ out of the mountains he stormed, Mexico’s raging Robin Hood ... 
conquered everything before him... 
“Villa,”’ the earth swarmed with his thundering men on horseback . . 
CinemaScope and De Luxe Color. . 


pened... 


60 Seconds 


He was 
queror of history’s bloodiest tyrants . . . 


““Villa,’’ Mexico’s raging Robin Hood .. . ‘‘Villa,’’ stormy con- 


‘‘Villa,’’ the avenger who had 150 wives, but still 


. See ‘'Villa,"’ a Twentieth Century-Fox CinemaScope, De Luxe Color pro- 
(name) Theatre. 


“Villa,’’ who 
Villa,’ who had 150 wives, but still wanted more... 
. See “Villa,”’ in 
. filmed in the heart of Mexico where it really hap- 


See ‘‘Villa,’’ starring Brian Keith, Cesar Romero, Margia Dean and Rodolfo Hoyos 
as ‘‘Villa,’’ the adventurer who shook the earth now, 


. (date) . . . . (name) Theatre. 


‘Villa’ rides out of the mountains to blaze across the face of Mexico with his thundering 


horseback hordes ... 


“Villa,” 


Mexico’s avenging Robin Hood sweeps across the Cinema- 


Scope, De Luxe Color screen in Twentieth Century-Fox’s production starring Brian Keith, 


Cesar Romero, Margia Dean and Rodolfo Hoyos .. . 
who had 150 wives but wanted another . . 
mountains roared his name. . 
most untamed locales... 


bloodiest tyrants... 
the... 


TV SLIDES, TELOPS CARRY "VILLA" ACTION HOME 


‘*Villa,’’ the adventurer who shook the earth... 
. (name) Theatre, .... 


Villa,”’ the story of the strong man 
. “Villa,”’ a nation cried out to him and the 
. Filmed by Plato A, Skouras in the grandeur of Mexico's 
it is the authentic story of the raging conqueror of the world’s 
Don’t miss ‘‘Villa’’ at 
(date). 


1) ‘‘SHARED 1.D.’’ SLIDE OR TELOP 


Announcer (live): See Mexico’s raging 
Robin Hood as he sweeps from the 


Use this style in conjunction with 10-second 
station breaks. It is identified by the call 


letters of your local station. Copy at the mountains. See ‘Villa,’ .. . . at the 
right is to be spoken by local announcer. . Theatre. 

2) ‘“‘GENERAL’”’ SLIDE OR TELOP 
Use this style for 10-second spots not tied Announcer (live): ‘‘Villa,’’ he was Mexico’s 


in with station breaks, to be spotted at ran- 
dom in station’s programming. Copy at the 
right to be read by station announcer. 


raging Robin Hood. ‘‘Villa,’’ starring Brian 
Keith, Cesar anor dit Margia Dean and Ro- 
dolfo. Hoyos .. . See ‘‘Villa,’’ - . at the 


RIDE WITH “VILLA” 


. Theatre. 


A colorful historic personality, a colorful background, a colorful 
film charged with excitement and vitality from Mexico’s most im- 
portant hour conjure up a number of exploitation possibilities that 
are effective and easy to arrange. Eighteen suggestions are out- 
lined here. Begin today to stimulate action to ride with ‘Villa’ to 


greater box office potential. 


Spanish Fiesta Premiere 


Your opening night of ‘‘Villa”’ 
Spanish motif premiere. Arrange with city officials to block 
off a portion of your theatre street for a few hours the night 
of the opening, have the area draped in gay, Mexican-style 
bunting and post “‘Villa’’ posters. Invite local dignitaries and 
place an ad in the newspaper offering prizes for the best 
Patrons could come as 
as a grandee, dancer, peon or soldier. Invite a local band 
to play Spanish music out front before and after the showing. 


Mexican costumes, 


is the perfect occasion for a 


‘Villa’ himself, 


Mexican Consulate 


If your city has a Mexican 
consulate or trade represent- 
ative, officials from this office 
should be invited to your 
opening night festivities. 


—— 
Street Bally 


A ‘‘Mexican’’ on horseback, 
complete with sombrero and 
a colorful poncho or serape, 
should advertise your attrac- 
tion through the busy sections 
of town during peak rush 
hours. 


Teasers 


Insert ad slug, ‘‘Villa,’’ 
throughout paper before 
playdate. 


Foreign Press 


According to official govern- 
ment figures, there are many 
thousands of Mexican citi- 
zens working in the West and 
Southwest. In addition, most 
major industrial areas have 
many Spanish-speaking per- 
sons living within its confines. 
If your theatre is located in 
any of these areas, be sure 
to run an ad announcing 
, Villa” in your local Spanish- 
language newspaper. 


Street Stencil 


Have a stencil made up of 
the single encircled word, 
“Villa,”’ to be emblazoned in 
red chalk on all available 
walls and = on_ sidewalks 
throughout your section of 
town. 


Package Deal 


Promote a ‘‘double feature”’ 
evening out with a Mexican 
dinner and theatre tickets for 
two to “Villa’’ at a special 
rate. Dinner should be Mexi- 
can-Spanish style or in a res- 
taurant that features Mexi- 
can decor. Joint newspaper 
advertising could best pro- 
mote deal together with post- 
ers in the restaurant and at 
the theatre. 


Leaflets 


Have announcements of your 
playdate sent to_ history 
teachers and youth club in- 
structors along with a supply 
of stills to be placed on bul- 
letin boards where their 


young pupils will see them. 


Quiz Show 


Stage a quiz show over local 
radio station based on per- 
tinent facts about the life and 
times of Pancho Villa. Re- 
strict contestants to grammar 
school age; select a local 
teacher or youth leader as 
judge. Facts for contest can 
be culled from standard en- 
cyclopedias. 


Handicrafts 


Another perfectly tailored tie- 
in for your campaign are 
specialty or gift shops fea- 
turing Mexican handicrafts. 
Contact these merchants 
early in your campaign to ar- 
range for displays announc- 
ing your “‘Villa’’ playdate. 


Sound Truck 


Arrange for a small number of musicians, dressed in Mexican 
costumes to ride through your town on a sound truck playing 
pasadoble music. Signs on the side of the truck and an an- 
nouncement record would make it clear that ‘‘Villa’’ is coming 
to your theatre. Perhaps members of a local high school 
band could be recruited for this stunt. 


State Tourist Office 


tional campaign, have agency set up counter displays and 
windows, announcing a special holiday in the land of 
“Villa.”’ Under the title ‘Follow ‘Villa’s’ Freedom Route,”’ a 
tour of the northern sections of Mexico and Mexico City can 
be offered. In return for displays, set up a tour table in your 
lobby with prominent agency credits. 


‘Villa’ Story in Pictures 


Using the stills from the exchange set, make up a story in 


pictures for release to newspapers, 


school editors and li- 


braries. This story in pictures will make a perfect bulletin 


board display. 


‘Villa's’? CinemaScope, De Luxe Color backgrounds are one 
of the major attractions of the picture. Filmed in the heart of 
Mexico, it offers a perfect peg upon which to hang a tie-in 
with your local tourist agency. As a part of a cross-promo- 


Libraries 


As soon as you have set your 
playdate, contact local li- 
brary officials to place poster 
displays near their charging 
desks. The display should 
highlight books about the 
bandit-patriot and his role in 
Mexican history. 


Bookmark 


Don’t overlook the effective, 
but inexpensive, possibilities 
of having Ad Mat 110 from 
this campaign book made up 
as a bookmark to be distrib- 
uted through libraries and 
book shops in your commu- 
nity. 


Order From: 

QQ TITLE CARD CO, 
247 West 46th St. 
New York, New York 


Indicate ‘‘Shared’’ or ‘‘General,’’ 
‘Slides’’ or ‘‘Telops.”’ If ‘‘Shared,’’ 
specify station call-letters. Specify title, 
“*Villa’’ in all orders. Prices: $6.00 for 
‘*‘Shared’’; $5.00 for ‘‘General’’; dupli- 
cates, $2.50. 
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~ Color-In 

Using the central image from 
the ‘‘Villa’’ ads, you can ar- 
range a_ color-in contest 
either through local schools 
or through your newspaper. 
An alternative is to have the 
color-in distributed as a pack- 
age-stuffer in local stores. 


Honor Vet 

An excellent source of news- 
paper and TV publicity for 
your playdate, can be a 
search for a veteran of the 
1916 Pershing Expedition 
into Mexico in pursuit of 
Pancho Villa. Such a veteran 
could be a peg for special 
photos and interviews. 


Essay Contest 
Due to the standing of Pancho 
Villa as one of Mexico's fore- 
most national heroes, there is 
an excellent opportunity for 
a school essay contest. With 
the rules and area of the con- 
test set by the school his- 
tory department, the winners 
could be awarded passes to 
your theatre, merchant-pro- 
moted items or greeted as 
special guests for the pre- 
miere showing of ‘‘Villa.”’ 
The winner’s pictures and the 
winning essays should be 
featured in local paper. 
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“VILLA” STANDEE 


The specially designed “‘Villa’’ standee is the 
perfect lobby or front-of-theatre selling aid, 


exciting, eye-catching and with the kind of 


ALSO AVAILABLE 


8 x 10 Glo-Color Stills 
8 x 10 B/W Stills 
11 x 14’s 
Slide 


visual selling message that insures the box- 
office success of your playdate. Don’t be with- 
out this important selling aid. Order your 


standee from National Screen Service as soon 


as you have booked “Villa” for your theatre. 
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